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HE Subjeft of the Right of Eleiting has of late furniſh'd Matter 
more than ren En nd Dieſes, And as t is a 


Point of Great Imporrance in of Reſolving it, Ove way 
or avether ; So has it raix'd a Gemma Oniadey 0 Baquientnts the 7:00 
State, OE T—_—_— Iſſue of this (2weftion. CO 


rms oD TED yr th Prot Cor Controverfie 
the Eleftion 


She 

SELATE TLTIES 

to the Ears preſently in Miſcarriages of State ; 
o worſe) of Arbitrary Prattices, and Defigns in his 
CY ; Popiſh Sacceſſors; French Confe- 
; ; Subornations ; Libellous Reflexiont 
able Part of the Citizens, and the Law- 
_—— Ao CONFIRMATION 
TON of the Sheriffs? w (although 
edt > or as cn nr 
, with Yulgar Amaſements ; and little or no 
uy dy Judge of Dr and Zztent of 
Argument , and fo much pains takes ; 
CERECRT and to Exrage the malts- 


Conſtruftion, to any man that Cqnſiders , firſt, 

, The Train, and Method of it. Thirdly, 

the Iyftraments that Manage it. 
DECENT as well Diſpos'd and Accommodated to the 
Seditien, xs the Wie of man could Contrive For what can be more P 
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Now, as to the MET HO D, It is the very fame that brought on the Contuſions 
of the lace times: It is the very (uefion that was ſtarted in x641. And the Fattion 
could never break in upon the Crown , the Church , and the People , till they had firſt 
Sabverted, and Reverrd the Government of Tho City. A tn ran... 


"co The Lord Mayor's Right of Elefting a Sheriff Aſerted. 
fie Wrong ; And when it comes to that once, there 1s no Contending by Conſcience , 
and Reaſon, with Men, Money, and Ammunition ; And when the Rebellion is once gor 
into the Saddle, there will never want Lawyers to Warrant it. In ſhort, there needs 
no more to the Introducing of a Democracy, and making London a Theatre of Yis- 
lence, and Diſorder ; as much as ever Rome, or Florence was ; than to Poſleſs the 


People that the Right is in Them to Govern. 
How much then does it concern the Zord Mayor, and Aldermey to Aſlert their Pri. 
upon tf Anci- 


Digs and a ggod Citizens to Uphold the Government of Thu Ci 
ent Foundatjon ; which cannot be, by maintaining ther O LD CUSTAMS: 
Nay, how much does it Import the Xing ; ( and, I  - ſay, the X:ngdom alſo ) to hin- 
der any Irregalar Change in this Great City ; which does fo Powertully Influence the 


7a ? and to hw the Citizens irt = Rights and Liberoies apainſt* AN 

0 7 s ons whatſoever. - 2443 W, C1 

5 Mt # larry und 3 ode umpthon, a there's Miſchibf-a Il 
the finding ſo many of the Old Inſtruments , that Confounded the Late Government, at 
work now again under the felt famie Maſque of Religion , Liberty, and Property ; 
Plots, Fvil Counſellors, Popery, &c. to Engage us in New Troubles. 

As to the Seditious Part of The Republican Papers that have come abroad upon This 
Subje&t , £ hat has been ſaid already ; and more may be faid hereafter : And to 
the reſt, I ſuffice tv Plairlly, and Bricfly t6 the matrer in hand ; and rather 
to Encounter Objeftions That way , by Clearing the main Cauſe , than to Weary out 
either the Reader, or my4eli, with Frivolous, and Tedious Recitals. 


+ For Mcthod's fake , before we come to Treat of the Right of Elettion, we thall firſt 
ſet forth the T/age in the Formalities, at the time of Elettion ; And, after That, the 
Different Uſage in Chuſing Citizens to Parliament : which we find Extradtedy word 
for word , out of Stow's Survey of London , [ in the Book of Habits ] toprinÞ# Anno 
x6175. And in Theſe words following, 


Upon Midſummer-day for the Election of the Sherifts of London. 


and the Aldermen , with the Sheriffs , mit at the Guild-Hall 
in the Bozning, apparelled in their Uiolet Gowns lined, and 
lined , without their Hozſes. 
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. when they have becn together in the Council-Chamber a certain time, concer- 
ning the of certain perſons to be Eleaed, my Low and the Alvermen 
come out Cloaks in the Ozphans Court , and then go down in 02- 
der to the there being let , Baſter Recover ſtandeth up, and 


, firſt to my Low, and then unto the Commons , and vecla- 
together , ſhcwing unto them that it is 
London , and the Sheriff of Middleſcx for 
F BYBATION of the other Sheriff 

PREROGATICE:; and aiſo 


S$ Court, and there remain until 


Chamberlain, Baſter Common Scrjeant, after 
Town-Clerk , and the Counſeilozs of the City , and other Officers , remain fill in 
, to take and receive the Name of him that ſhall ſeem by their 
, fefrly and with one conſent to be nomunated and elected , andqjuſtly tried 


out, not onely bp voice, but alſo by hands, to be Sheriff foz the Year following. V. x 2.3. 
| 6 For Election of Knights and Burgcſlcs of the Parliament. 


All the Aldermen mixt my Low, and the Sheriffs at Guild Hall at Nine of the 
Clock in Ciiolet Gowns , and Their Cloaks Furred 02 Lined as the time +. - 
fox 


| 
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Year when they ſhall be Choſen Requireth , and ſit in the Þuſtings Court while 
— — The ©Ower is, That they muſt Chuſe Baſter Recozver 


be Lord Mayor s Kight of Electing a Sheriff Aferted. 3 
As to the day of Flettion, It was formerly St. Matthew's Day ; but by an A& of 
Common Council, 7 Car. rt. ( The like A& having been formerly made, 36 Ez. onely 
with Ic{s Penalties) All Former Ads touching Elettion and CONFIRMATION of 
Sheriffs (the Penalties having been too mild) made Yoid. The day, as well for Conftr- 
mation, and Afowance of fuck Perſons as ſhall be Choſen and Eletted by the Lord May- 
or to be Sheriffs, as for the Choice of ſuch other perſons as by the Lord Mayor, Alder- 
men and Commons ſhall be Choſen , ſhall be the 24th of June. 


We ſhall now come to the Praftice of my Lord Mayor's Chuſing One Sheriff ; The 
Antiquity of it; And fee what the City-Records fay upon it. 


Touching the Eleftion of Sheriffs of London and Middlcſcx. 


The Charters are to the Citizens to Chuſe their SHER TFFS: but by Uſage, and 
Particular By-Laws Thoſe Eleftions have been Reſtrained to the Liveries. 

Edward 2. ſent down a Writ Reciting that the Citizens are to Chuſe their Mayor 
and Sheriffs, and That Theſe Elections uſed to be per Majorem & Aldermanos , nec 
non diſcretiores Cruitatu. 

In an At of Common-Council, 4 #. 5. is recited , that Major & Yicecomites libert 
& Indifferenter Fligi debereut per ſuſficientiores Civitatis , pro Elettionibus hujuſmodi 
Jammonttos. 

21 Hee. 8. A Letter from the Court of Aldermen acquainting one, that he had been 
Choſen by the Commonalty, and to be aſſociate with another before appointed by the 
Mayor , and by the Citizens Confirmed. 

Anno 1630. One Elected by the Mayor ( his faid Eleftion being alſo Confirmed by the 
Livery of the Companies ) appeared before the Court of Aldermen. 

In all Exrries Extant of Sheriffs, Choſen to the zoth Tear of E. 2. (where any men- 
tion is made by whom they were Choſen) it is Per Cives , or Per Majorem , Alderma- 
ws & Probes Homines Croitats, or Per Communitatem; and once, Per Cuſtodem & Al. 
dermanos. | 

7 E. 2. Per Common Councell , Probi Fomines Ward" to be ſummon'd pro Elett;one 
Vice-Comitu facienda uni cums Majore & Aldermanis. | 

20 E. 3. Per Common Councell ; For that divers Citizens Abſent themſelves to Avoid 
the Othce of Sheriff on the day of EleQtion , Thoſe that fo do ſhalt forfeit” roo "and 
Every Year the Mayor to fay in his Conſciznce, and by his Oath, If he had 
any other than he hath Choſen were he preſent ; and he had named the Perſon ( 971 
enſt eflus autre Perſon gil nad eflu 5il euſt eftt preſent & nomme la Perſonne ) And the 
Commonalrty in the fame manner. | | 

From the zoth of F. 2. to 21 F.z. no Entry is made of Sheriffs Choſen; and (in 
That year the Entry is a Congregation of the Mayor, Aldermen, and Commons to 
Chuſe Sheriffs according to the Cuſtom of the City , wherein One Sherift was Cho- 
ſen per Majorem, and the Other per Communit atem. 

Entry is made conſtantly ( Except in Two years , wherein it is not mentioned by 
whom they were Choſen, to the 1 4th of X/ex. 8.—That year; And fo tothe 2oth E/zz. 
( Except 20 & 21 #. 8. where 'tis /n Nominat per Majorem, Alter per Communitatem ) 
'Tis One Named per Majorem , Alter Elefted per Communitatem.——20 Eliz. and for 7 
years after 'tis an Elett' per Major”; and fo is 34 Eliz. 28 Eliz. and to the 33d it is 
Nominat' per Majorem. —7 3 Eliz. Nominat” & Elett per Majorem. — 55 to 41 & 42 
Eliz. Nominat' per Major, 

36 Elzz. and fo to 17 Car. 1. R made of the Perſon Choſen per Major , per 
Prerogativam ſam , &c. Then the Commons choſe Another , whereupon the Eledti- 
on of both was Confirmed by the Mayor, Aldermen, and Commonalty.' 

In Four years betwixt z1 F. 3. and 17 Car. t. Two were Named and Elected 
Communitatem; but in all Thoſe years the Mayor had before Choſen', and the Perſons 
by him Choſen retuſed the Office, and underwent the forfeiture before the Common- 
Hall began. 

17 Car. 1. 1641. The Houſe of Lords ( in the Difference between the'Lord Mayor 
and Commons touching the EleCtion of Sheriffs ) Ordered that the Commonalty ſhould 
Chuſe both pro hac wice, faving cach other's Right. \ 

From 


OY 


[ard Mayor s Kight of Electing a Jerted. 


From That wo 2633, The Commons never Confirmed the Mayor's Sheriff; but 
Choſe two themſelves. But 1663, 15 Car. 2. And foto 1680, Except 1674, the 
Mayor's Sheriff was Confirm'd, Prout 36 Eliz. — 26 Car. 2. The Commons not Con. 
firming the Mayor's Sheriff, the Lord Mayor and Aldermen Diſſolved the Common F/af 
without Determining the Eleftion of Sheriffs : Afterwards, the Common-Council (tor 
an ient of Accommodation) Exempted him that the Lord Mayor had fo Cho. 
ſen, the Shrievalry for Three Years, upon his ſealing a Bond to pay the for. 
feiture, if being then drunk to by the Lord Mayor, and Preſented to the Common 

by the Commons he ſhould not ho/d. This was one Mr. Roberes, 
telling the Common-Hall that his Eſtate was abroad, and ( it being in time 
in danger of Loſs, prevailed with them to refuſe to Confirm him : But m 
_— we, he gave Bond «t ſupra. The Perſon is now dead, 


w_—_ in'd againſt his Executors upon the Bond. 
In 1680, The Mayor 


| , or Drank tofix Perſons. The former Five paid their 
Fines, and the Commons refuſing to Confirm the Laft ; to end the Diſpute, he Seal'd 


the Bond to pay the forfeiture. 
requir'd that the Eleftion of both Sheriffs 


beriff's Bond, it will not be 
is place to Inſert the Condition of it; wiz. [ If the above Bound A. B. ſhall 


and do Perſonally appear in the Publick Aſſemb the Gui on the Vigil of Saint 
Michael the abt next enſuing, Ferns. þ hours of _— and Twelve in the 
Forenoon ; And ſhall then and there take bim the Office Charge of Shrievalry 


of the City of London, and County of x for the Tear next enſuing ; Then, &c.) 


Lib. Albus & Dunthorne, 


Speaking of Eleftion of the Sheriffs, fay that the Mayor ſhall firſt Chuſe one ; for 
hom he Moity of the Farm, if the Perſon be not ſufficient ; bur 
they are to anſwer with himz And the Com. 
will anſwer the ether Moity. 

on of Sheriffs ſhall be made on St. Mar- 


or 
Another A&, 5. H. 4. on St. Matthew's day, after « Sheriff (Poſtquam Yicecomes ) 
ſhall be Elefted by the Commonalty, the Mayor, and Commons fhall 
chuſe Chamberlain, &c. And that none come to the Eleftion of Mayor and Sheriffs, 
unleſs Summoned ; and thoſe the more Sufficient of the City, or Common-Council. 
men. 


Another, 5.E.6. Where it was lately Enafted, that on the day of EleCtion of one 
of the Sheriffs, four Surveyors of the Brewers ſhould be choſen by the Commons in 
like manner as the ſaid Sheriff. 

2 3. Eliz. Alderman Martyn having been treated with by a Committee of Common- 
| ing acceptance of the Office of one of the Sheriffs, Declared in Common- 
Council, he would accept it, if my Lord Mayor Ele& him thereumto ; who did after- 
ward Eleft him ingly. 

22. #7. 6, The Mayor named one Sheriff to be Aſſigned in the name of him, and the 


) who choſe another ; divers coming in here that were not Sum- 
the aforeſaid Writ of E. 2. was read. 

16. R. 2. Upon the King's Writ to the Cu/tos, Aldermen and Commons, to chuſe 
Sheriffs according to Ancient Cuſtom and Ulage, the Caſtos choſe one, and the Com: 
monalty another. | 

18. 1.8. One Eleft by the Commons to joyn with him that was before named by 
the Mayor, ( by his Prerogative) and alſo according to the Ancient Rules and Ord:- 
ances [ 33- 4.8. According to Divers Aucient Laws, ſages, and Cuſtoms.) 

19. F{.8 


The Lord Mayor's Right of Elefling 4 Sheriff Aſerted. q 


r9. 1.8. One named by the Mayor in the Court of Aldermen, agreed to take. che 
Office upon him — r3. #. 8. The Mayor's Sheriff calld che & [N G'S S HERTFF. 

Att of Common-Council 19. H. 8. It any be named and Elected by the Mayor, ac- 
cording to his Ancient PREROG ATTY E, or by the Commonalty, and take not 
the Otfice on Michaelmas-Eve, be thall forfeit, &c. To which was added 6. E. 6. thar if 
any mothan one being duly Eletted 1. Ag. or any other tune between that and Mcha- 
elmar- Eve, make 'Detault, &c. | | » EIS 

21:47. 8. This Prerogative of the Lord Mayor faid ( In a Letter of-his to-the She: 
riff Elett) to be by the Ancient Liberties, Time out of mind, Uſed; And 22,47.8. 
faid to be ( upon ſwearing of the Sherifis) of Ancient Trme Uſed, and Accuſtom- 
ed, &c; Soin an Att of Commen-Council, 13. El:z. | 

A&t- of Com: Caxn. 30. Hf. 8, -Election of its for the Commonalty ſhall be on 
St, Peter's. day, provided the Mayor ſhall at any time. betore Lammas, Name and Elect 
one of the Sheriffs at has Pleature. | 

A& 13. Eliz. If any one be choſen Sheriff, either. by the Mayor or elſe by the 
Commons, and Appear not within five days after notice; he ſhall tortcit, &c. 

Att 24. Eliz. Former Atts being Various and Inſufficient, 1. A»g. Now appointed 
the day tor Confirmation, Allowance and Election of the Perfons to be Named Sheriffs 
by the Mayor according to Ancient Z/age; and for Elkettion of another by the Lord 
Mayor and Commons, none ſo Nominated or Elected thall be Excusd, &c. 

It any Nominated by the Mayor and Commons ( and Publication thereof made in 
Preſence of the Mayor, ſix Aldermen, and the Commons there Aſſembled ) ſhall nor 
appear at the, next Court of Aldermen, or ſhall retuſe; he ſhall forteir, &c. If the 
Perſon Named ſhall before the 1. of Aug. retule the Othce, &e The Lord Mayor may 
before the 11t. of Aug. Nominate again. 

None who ſhall be Choſen or Elected according to 7. Car. 1. ſhall be Diſcharged, if 
worth 10000 {. | 

It any forteiture ſhould be made by any that ſhall firſt be Choſen or Elected by the 
Lord Mayor, Part of fuch tortextures ſhall be to him that ſhall firlt in the ſame year Ac- 
cept the Office ; And it after ſuch Acceptance, other Forteitutes ſhall'be made by any 
choſen by the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Commons, part thereot ſhall be ro humthac 
ſhall firſt after Accept the Office, being Elected by the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and 
Commons, and that no Alderman'by Poſteriority ot Election be Inferior to a Commo- 
ner whule there is an Alderman Eligible. 

Moſt Years fince the Beginning of Q., E/:z. Sheriffs Elected by the Mayor, have 
before Midſummer either paid the torteiture tor not holding ; or tworn themiclves not of 
Ability ; or Sealed Bonds to Hold, and have been irequently calld out upon the F/u- 
ſtings (the Act requiring that Sheriffs Elect ſhall be Caf 4 out ; and then, it not appear- 
ing, to fortcit, Fc.) And the Commons Sheriff only calld out on Midſummer-day. 

Anno 1630. One, Elected Sheriff by the Lord Mayor retuſed ro Hold, or pay his 
forfeiture as Anciently accuſtomed ; but defired Reſpite till Mid/ammer-day ; The 
Mayor and Aldermen, Unwiling to give way to fuch Innovation, calld him forth, 
and he perſiſting in his Retufal, the Lord Mayor choſe another. 

Pray take Notice ( as we told you before) that the Charter is direfted C:vibus, That 
is tofay, To the Mayor, Aldermen, and Community; And that the Common-Z7all is 
neither a Community, nor a Repreſentative ot the Citizens, having no other Founda- 
tion, but the Authority of a By-Law. 

Obſerve again that upon the Lord Mayor's coming out of the Council-Chamber into 
the Z/al, the Court is Proclaimd, the 7own-Clert Dictating the Form to the Commons- 
Cryer : After which, the Lord Mayor and Aldermen withdraw into the Mayor Court, 
expecting the C ommon-Serjeant s Report of what is done in the Z/a4. In the Conclu- 
ſion, the Mayorand Aldermen return again into the Z{a#; and the Recorder is Com- 
manded ro Declare the Perſons choſen. The Reaſon of the Mayors Withdrawing, is 
to Preſerve his Negative , and his going down is to Declare his Afſent : But the Procla- 
mation is very Expreſs, As to the Right of the Mayor, and the Words are Theſe. 

You, Govdmen of the Livery, Summoned hither ths day for Confirmation of A. B. E.- 
detted by the Lord Mayor by tis PREROGATIVE, 7 be one of the Sheriffs for the 
JEAar On HINT ; and for Eleition of another Ferſon iO be the other of the ſaid Sheriffs ; draw 
wear, CCC. 

Now the Frecept you muſt know was in the wordsot the Proclamation; and the Pro- 

B clamation 
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clamation in the very words of the Att of Common-Council. 

Here is enough ſaid of the Right and Praftice of my Lord Mayor schuſing one Sheriff, 
We ſhall now ſay ſomething to the Nature of this Right, and that this Privilege 
of -my Lord Mayor's is Grounded as well upon Reaſon as upon Caftom. 

The Government of the Ciry of London was never a Democracy ; but a Body Poli. 
tique, Conſiſting of a Head and Members ; by the Name of the Mayor, Commonaley, 
and Citizens : In which Conſtitution the Mayor 1s not =_ af Integral Part ; bur the 
moſt Eminent and Principal, as the Head to the Body ; nothing can be done by 
the Corporation without him ; All their Aſſemblies, as Common-Conncils, and Common. 
Halls, being Cal'd and Difſei#/d by him ar pleaſare. LH. | 

This is the Nature of the Corporation of London in its Inſtitution 4 Orher Corpo. 
rations that are by Charter, either have or may have ſuch Particular Proviſion by their 
Patents, that in Flettions the Mayors are Preſent and Concluded by the Majority. Ina 
word; Every ſeveral Corporation is a ſeveral ſpecies of Government: 'It they are by 
Preſcription, then Cuſtom Governs all their Proceedings; It they'are by Charter, with- 
in time of - Preſcription (which is ſince 1. A. 1.) then they can pretend ro »o Caſtor; 
but muſt be Govern'd by their Charter : But whether by Preſcription or Charter, they 
may make Reaſonable By-Laws for the better Order of their Procoedings; And ſuch 
By-Laws formally made, will Conclude All that are bound a pwr 1 

As this is a Corporation of the greateſt Eminency in Exg/and, to it has Officers 6f 
all Degrees belonging to it. The Lord Mayor is the Chief; His Council, the A/der. 
men; And theſe make up the Principal Court of the Corporation. They have'a Re- 
corder, to Adviſe them ; And then there is the Chamberlain, Town-Clerk, Common Ser- 
jeant, Cryers, &c. Thele are Officers of the Corporation. 

The Officers relating to the Government, as Tuſtices of the Peace, Sheriffs, Conſtables, 
Coroners, are the Kings Officers, as it is a County of it ſelf ; and are nor Officers of the 
Corporation; tor the Lr1d Mayor is by the Common-Law the Chiet Coxſervator of the 
Peace of the City ; and all Miniſterial Officers of the Peace, as the Sheriffs, Conſta- 
bles, &c. are ro be Obedient to his Dire&tions and to Attend him : Andof this his Au- 
thority, the Xing's Sword being in his Cuſtody is the Exfige. 

This being the Nature of the Body Politique, and Government of the City of Low. 
dou ; Firſt, The Mayor has a Double Capacity. He is the King's Officer as well as Z/ead 
of the Corporation. He is the King's Vicegerent and Intruſted with the Government of 
the City, to Maintain it in due Courſe of Law; and therefore he is Preſented to the 
King, and Approved by him, and ſworn to the Xing, and makes his appearance in the 
Courts of Weſtminſter-Hal. ly. The Sheriffs are only the King's Officers, and not the 
Officers of the Corporation. They are Attendant upon the Mayor's Perſon, in all Great 
Aſſemblies, as he is the Conſervator of the Peace. They are choſes by the a ; 
tis true; yet that Alters not the Condition of the Office; but they are ſtill the X;ng's 
Officers and have bur the fame Power, as if the King Nam'd them. 

This Privilege being Granted within time of Memory tothe.Cirizens, there can be noCa 
ftomsto Annex their Office to the Corporation, or to make them Subſervient toit. King John 
Grants to the Citizens Power to chuſe their Sheriffs. The Conſequence of this Grant 
was, That if the King had appointed Sheriffs ; and they not Reſponſible to him, he muſt 
have loſt his Right : But now the Citizens are Anſwerable for the Sheriffs. There are ſome 
that will Infer trom this Grant, that the Citizens are to chuſe the Sheriffs, and my Lord 
Mayor has nothing to do to Refuſe them. The Anſwer to this is Obvious; The Citizens 
1s one way of expreſſing the Corporation; And the Bay, Commonalty, and Citizens, 
1s another ;but they are ſtill the ſame Corporation; Sothat a Grant tothe Citizens thar they 
ſhall chaſe, and a Grant to the Bayo? and Commonalty that they ſhall chuſe, is one and 
the ſamething, The Commonal/ty without the Mayor are not a Corporation to any Purpoſe 
whatſoever, and therefore the Grant is Void, anſel underſtood of the Mayor, as well as 
of Them. The Corporation cannot meet without the Mayor, nor fit longer than he plea- 
ſes, as itappears; for the Aſſembly of the Commons is either by their Common-Comncil, or 
Common-F{al/; both whichare Summon'd at the Lord Mayor'spicaſure (as is faid alrca- 
dy,) and ſoDiflolv'd, or Adjourn'd. The Common-Sea/ is Govern'd by the Common-Coan?t; 
and Matters Sealed by the Common-Seal run in the ſtyle of the Mayor and Commonalty ; 
ſo that nothing of that kind is Valid without the Concurrence of the Mayor. 

The Lord Mayors have taken care to preſerve This Privilege of a Negative by being 
Abſent at the time of the Choice; If they were preſent, it might be ſaid a Concurrence ; 

bur 
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!1t being Abſent, there can be no room for That ; but the Mayor hath it reſervd to 
i; Dicretion, whether he will joy» or not, attcr he ſhall be Intormed of the Procee- 
dugs. Herein the Commons have miſtaken, in thinking it their Privilege, to have 
the Mayor abſent , as if their Aſſembly were leſs tree; bur truly it is the Privilege of 
the Mayor thus to Preſerve his Negatrve. 

The Lord Mayors have taken care to preferve their —_— by a Pre-elettion; 
whereby they put it upon the Commozalty to Deſtroy the Election by diſagreeing, with 
the Mayor , that the Lord Mayor may not have the Odium of Diſagreeing with them un- 
le they firſt give occaſion. 

The Negative is reaſonable, becauie it may be the King would not have Granted 
this Choice of Sheriff to the City, it they had been a Corporation without a Head ; 
bur retyed upon the Mayor's Governance, who is a Reſponſible Perfon, and the King's 
Offcer ; and preſented to the King , and ſworn to him; So that the Mayor is under, an 
Oath to Chule ft Perſons to ſerve the King in the Office of Sheriffs. 

This Negative is Reaſonable again, in Rogues that by Law which Chufe Off 
cers to receive the King's money, are anſwerable to the King in the Caſe at Infufficiencie; 
And the Mayor may be Perſonally Liable in this Caſe , though he Atts in a Politique 
Capacity. 

This N ative is more ſtrong yet; becauſe the Sheriffs are the Xing's Officers; and 
not the Officers of the Corporation ; 1o that whatſoever they my concerning, therr 
own Officers , they cannot Exclude the Mayor ia the Choice of the #zvg's. 

It ſcems here to be a Material Objection ; that by this means there may come to be 
wo Choice ; tor the Mayor and the Common-Hall perhaps will not Agree : Bur therefore 
lay I the Commons are bound to Confirm ; and That way they are wv; If they are not 
hound to Confirm, neither are they Sound to Ele ; fo that 'tis as Broad as Yis Long, take 
it which way you pleaſe: But it the Commons are Free Agents, and may cither Confirm, 
or not Confirm, Is not the Mayor a Free Agent as well; And at the ſame Liberty with 

the Commons > Magna Charta, that ſaies, Omnes Elettiones fint libere, Extends as well to 
Preſerve the Freedom of the Mayer, and all other People, in to One another, as in 
regard to the X;wg. By Their way, the _— doth not Fett at at, which is Inconſi- 
ficat with their Firſt Grant; but by the Old way, the Mayor and they Ele& Reciprocal. 
ty; fo that they may a/ properly be ſaid to Elect. It 4. and B. areto Joyn in an Ekec- 
tion of Two Officers, will it not be unreaſonable in either of them to Claim the Na- 
ming of Both? 

This Reaſon Back'd with fo long Z/age ; Made out by ſo many of the City-Records;; 
and By-Laws, thould methinks top the Mouths of All men. For fo Log Zſage hath 
been Accounted a Ground to Preſume Record; though it cannot be ſhew'd:* Nay tg 
Preſume Acts of Parliament between Common Perſons (though not againſt the Xing ) and 
therefore All that ca» be Prefum'd owght to be Prefum'd, in favour of fo Ancientan 
ſage. They Objett that Elet{ion muſt be according to their Charter ; and ſage will 
make nothing ; Whereas the Charter Implies Nothing, but that the Choice ſhall be with 
the Mayor and Commonalty, 2s 1s ſaid betore. Now 1n relation to the Xing, it is not ma: 
terial by what Rules they proceed ro Elett, or upon what reaſons they go, ſo as they 
make a Chorce wherein the Mayor and Commonalty Joyn. Suppoſe there were a By-Law 
that the Mayor ſhould Ele& by Advice of the Court of rmen ; It he Proceeded 
that way it would be nevertheleſs an 4#ien. I do Imagine there wasa By-Zaw that the 
Citizens ſhould Elect by their Livery-men; which Conſititute the Common-Hall : This is 
{o far trom being againit the Charters, that it was Abſolutely Neceſlary ; to avoid Com: 
ſufron, and Strife. The Charters did not intend Every Citizen thould Joyn, No, Nor the 
Major Part of them. That would be an Intolerable Trouble ; but = the Major Parr 
of them which ſhould be Preſent; And when the Aſſemblies were fo tull that they were 
T imultuors, 'rwas necellary to reſtrain the Number of the Liveries. And why ſhould 
This be againſt rhe Charter, when All Corporations have Power of making Reaſonable 
By-Laws 2 It may well be ſuppoſed, that when the Cir2exs in General, Depured the Li- 
very -men to Act tor them in Ele&tions, they Enjoyn'd them ro Confirm my Lord Mayor's 
Sheriff; Whereupon he was look'd upon as a Complete Sheriff; and the Confirmation 
but 2 Formality; That according to the Charter, the whole Body might concurr to the 
Att. Theſe Livery men may be faid then to break their Truſt, in ying the Confr- 
mation , ( aiter fo long Zſage ) to the hazzard of a Confuſton ; much rather than Thoſe 
Former Livery-men, who were nearer the Times of ſuch Conſtitutions, to break Their 


Truſt, 
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{ruft, and bctray the Libertics of the City, in allowing the EleQion of my Lord Mayor, lt is in- 
deed of ir ſelf much Declia'd from the Gravity of the Ancient Common- Hall , which, at That tin c. 
when there were but 12 Companies, Conliticd of the moſt Sober and Subſtantial Citizens : but now, 
by the Multiplying of Companies, and Bringing in Mean Artificers, and by Calling on to the Livery, not 
onely perſons of a Low Condition ; but whole Shoals of mcn Diſaffetied to the Government, to Ex 
cicale a Party; It is &o wonder that This Aﬀembly is tallen into Great Ditorder. 

Her"'s a greac deal ſaid, to Prove, in Effect, that the Swn Shines , tor the Lord Mayor's Kight up- 
on-the Matter in queſtion is no lefs Indwbitable, and Clear; Ar Nealt if the City-Kecords, and the Ex- 
preſs Kraſon, and Intent of his Commiſton may go tor any thing. Burt to come to the Point, The 
Mayor's C lim is the leaſt Thing in the Controverhe 3 For this Diſpute is Started tor the | ngaging of a 
Party ; not the Deciding of a Kight, The Peoplearc firft Enticled tothe ſovereignty 5 And then (up- 
—_— Suggeltion that their Privileges aic Invaded |, they arc Provoked to draw their Swords, and De- 
fend them, This was the Trick that-did the Feat in 1641. The Lord Mayor, and Aldermen were 
to be Lertl'd with'the Commons : His Lordſhips Authority of Summoning and Diſſolving was firſt, 
Drejtion'd, ( fs for we are gon alreity) and afterwards, taken away, Nay the Mayor bimſeif, folow'd ; 
and theſe Encrogchments brought on by Degrees, the ruin of Kirg, "burch, and People; and, in ſhort, 
of the Three Kingdoms, Nie Conclude with the Sum ot what betell the Ciry upon piving way to 
Theſe Innovations. 

| Viceſmo Oftavo Februaru ; 1645. 
An AR of the Commons of England in Parliament Aﬀcmbled, For Removing Obſtructions in 
the Proccedings of the Common-( onnctl of the City of L ndon, 


TvE Commons of fr-!:nd, tn Parttament afſemblcd, do Cnac, and Owatn, any 
be 1t Enacted, and O2varned by the Authonty afo2eſaid, that in all trmes to come, 
the Lotd vayor of the ſaid City of London; fo often and at ſuch crime as any 1c 02 nc 
of the Common-Council-men Do by (Writing under their hands , requeſt 02 pefire him 
thcreunto, half ſummon, aſlemble, and hold a Comaon- Counci', 71v It at any time be- 
ſt ſo required 92 Deſired he ſhall tail therevw, thei the ic porlons 02 more making fuch 
requeſt 02 deſire, ſhall have Power, and arc hereby vuthoz3cd by Teiriting under their 
hand, toſl on 02 cauſe to be fummon:cd, to the laid Council , the Dembers brelon- 
wing thereunto, tn as ample manner as the L-- v{yor Homigte rtttally bath done , any 
chat the Dembers appearing upon the fame Summons, being ot the Number of 40 
82 more. ſhall become a Comn vm Corncil ; And that each Officer whole duty it aſt be to 
warn a, any Summon the Bembers of the fatd Council, ſhall periomn the ſame fronx 
time, to time upon the WUarrant 02 Command of cen Feri-v5, 02 more (0 authox3ep as 
afozerard : Audit is farther Enancd and Omwained by the Uuthozty atozeſaid, that 
every Common-Council hereafter to be aſſembled, the Lord Mayor of the (ard City "the 
timebeing, 02 fn His abſcizee, ſich Locun! rcncns aS he ſholl appotit, and in detault 
thereof, the L14-it aiderman preſent if any be , and fo? waiit of fuch 4!4-riran, 02 in caſe 
his nenſect, 02 refuſal therem, then any other pcr{-r= AZember of the (aid Council 
myam the Commons preſent in the ſaid Council ſhall chute. ſhall be trom time to time 
Pickdens 02 0 ares: an Of the fard Counctu; and hail caulc and ſuffer all things offerey 
to 02 propoſed in the ſaid Council to be fairly and ozdcriy debated, J-ur to the Queſtion, 
Cloted, and Octernuned, in and by the ſame Council, as the Myr 14+ of rhe DBents 
bers p2eſent in the ſary Council ſhall vefire 02 think fit; aid in cveryv Clote which hail 
piſs, and in the other J2roceedings of the fatd Council, neither the Cur! Mayor no2 Al- 
demen, joynt. M (crarrre, ſhall Have any negative, 02 dittinet Vorce. 02 Vere, otherwiſe than 
with, and amonia, and as part of the reſt of the Bembers of the (21d Corincil, and 17 
the lame manner as the other £3embers have ; and that the ablence and wichdz2awing of 
the L-+4 Mayor, 02 Aldcrnwn from the fatd Council, ſhall not top 02 prequvice the procee- 
ditg of the ſaid Council , And that every Common: Council which ſhall be held tin the City 
of 1 0:don, ſhall fit and continue fo long as the Major part of the Council (hall think 
and ſhall not be 4/0414 d 02 + (1-454 but by, and accowing to the £©2der, o2 Coillert 
the Maj-r par: of the ſame Council : And that afl the vores, and Acts of the ſaid Com 
mon C-unc'; which was held '2 (40wry laſt, after the departure of the Lord Stay from 
the ſame Council, and alſo all Cotes and Acts of cvery C mmm Comcil hereafter to be 
held, ſhail be from time to cre duly Liegiſtred, as the clotcs and Us of rhetaid CTouns 
cil have uſed to be oone, 1n time paſt. Und be it farther Cnaccd atid Owaimed by rhe 
Authonty aforcſatd, that cvery Officer which hall fit in the lard Council, ſhall be trom 
tinic to tic choſcn by the (ard Cmmc!l, and ſhall have fuich reaſonable AUlſowance 02 Das 
lary, fo? his pains and ſcrvice therein, as the oct! ſhall think fit : And that cucry ſuch 
©lticer hall attend the (ard Comme Counc!l, and that afl acts and !ocords and *cgyicers 
Boks brlonang to the (ary Cry. (haſt be crtant, to be perufed and frarched into by every 
Cici7cn Of the (ard Ciry m1 the p2eſence of the £fticer who ſhall have the Charge of keeping 
thcreof,, who 1s hereby requared to attend to? the tame purpole, Hen, Seubel, Cler. F art, 
IL kc Pot ine Lat the te fF( ammont wart in the 4 above recited of fan. 1}. 16.18. When the 
Lord Mayor went vil, and Dilimilled the Court, was a Treaſonous iove, for the ſpeedy bringing of 


81); hing to fajlice, 
IHE END 
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